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lattices, behind which the ladies of the court are seated,
so as to view the sport, while they themselves keep out
of sight of the profane world. Presents, consisting of
gilt or silver armlets, turbans, webs of cloth, and so on,
are then thrown down from the throne to the Jetties,
upon which the bleeding combatants again prostrate
themselves in the dust before the Rajah, and make
similar obeisances on both sides of the court to the
invisible ladies above.

Immediately after these rather painful exhibitions,
were were entertained with stilt dancing by a set of
men the soles of whose feet were raised, on slender
poles, more than seven feet from the ground.    They
stalked about amongst the crowd, and in this elevated
position went through the whole series of what are
called the Persian exercises.    One strong fellow, thus
elevated, presented himself before the Rajah with a
couple of full-sized ploughs on his shoulders, a feat
which called forth much admiration.    We had then a
fight between two buffaloes, which ran their heads
against each other with a crash that one could fancy
shook the palace to its very foundation ;   indeed, the'
only wonder was how both animals did not fall down
dead with their skulls fractured.    But there appears to
be a wonderful degree of thickness or hardness in this
part of the animal structure both in beast and in man,
for just after these buffaloes had given evidence of the
hardness of their heads, a dozen persons came forward
and placed themselves before a largepile of cocoanuts
stripped  of their  outer  husks.    These  being  cast
successively high into the air, were caught in their
descent by these hard-pated fellows, who stood erect,
and   received the   cocoanuts,   I   presume,   on their
" bumps of resistiveness".    In every case the shell
was literally dashed to pieces, and the milk scattered
in showers over the crowd.    Such a cracking of heads I
never heard, except once at a fair in Ireland.    Thus,
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